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States consider ‘safe injection sites’ to 
prevent overdoses 


A sign on the wall reads “This site save lives” in Spanish and English at an overdose prevention 
center at OnPoint NYC in New York, Feb. 18, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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From Front 


By JESSE BEDAYN 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 
DENVER (AP) — In a Colo- 
rado mountain town, Chris- 
tine Collins injected herself 
with black tar heroin while 
hanging out with friends in 
her cozy basement a few 
days after her 30th birth- 
day. Sitting beneath a Hap- 
py Birthday sign with hearts 
scrawled in colorful sharp- 
ies, she overdosed. 
She awoke to the screams 
of her friends who fumbled 
to administer doses of nal- 
oxone, which reversed the 
overdose and pulled Col- 
lins back from near death. 
She has seen dozens of 
friends wake up from over- 
doses, and known dozens 
more that never did. 
Such scenes of terror have 
increasingly 
played 
out 
from Denver’s snow-filled 
streets to rural towns in 
West Virginia, with drug 
overdoses killing over an 
estimated 100,000 people 
in 2021, according federal 
health official’s latest data. 
That’s roughly one over- 
dose death every five min- 
utes. 
The snowballing death toll 
has pushed lawmakers in 
Colorado, New Mexico and 
Nevada to consider joining 
New York and Rhode Island 
in allowing what are often 
called “safe injection sites.” 
Also called “overdose pre- 
vention centers,” these are 
places where people can 
use drugs under the super- 
vision of trained staff who 
could reverse an overdose 
if necessary. 
Lawmakers in Colorado’s 


Democrat-controlled Leg- 
islature are set to discuss 
the controversial proposal 
Wednesday as the mea- 
sure 
faces 
steep 
odds 
amid broad backlash from 
police, Republicans, and 
lingering questions about 
whether the sites are even 
legal in the United States. 
The idea of sanctioning 
the use of drugs including 
heroin and methamphet- 
amine on these sites — an 
about-face from the long- 
waged war on drugs — has 
garnered stiff pushback. 
“You’re basically sending 
a message that, ‘Hey, it’s 
okay to do this,’ which has 
a negative impact on the 
users’ health, it encourages 
the drug dealer, and then it 
still provides that danger to 
the rest of the community,” 
said Colorado Rep. Gabe 
Evans, a Republican and 


former police officer. 
But proponents argue it’s 
an imperative first step 
to tackling drug use, with 
many repeating a one-ar- 
gument refrain. 
“You can’t enter treatment 
if you are dead,” said Dr. 
Joshua Barocas, an associ- 
ate professor at the Univer- 
sity of Colorado who stud- 
ies substance use disorder. 
“All the data suggests that 
people are going to do 
drugs regardless... All we 
are trying to do is reverse 
the harm that could come 
from what people are al- 
ready doing.” 
The trend is growing inter- 
nationally with centers in 
Canada, Australia and Eu- 
rope, but in the U.S. ques- 
tions remain over whether 
the Department of Justice 
will permit such programs 
amid pushback that the 


sites merely enable illegal 
drug use and attract the 
ancillary crime. 
Last year, the Justice De- 
partment told The Associat- 
ed Press it was “evaluating” 
such facilities and talking 
to regulators about “ap- 
propriate guardrails.” The 
department did not imme- 
diately respond to requests 
for updated information 
from the AP this week.Be- 
ing open to evaluating the 
sites marks a shift from the 
Justice Department’s pos- 
ture under former President 
Donald Trump, when the 
department fought against 
such a proposal in Penn- 
sylvania, arguing that such 
facilities violate a 1980s-era 
law which bans operating 
a place for taking illegal 
drugs. 
Data from sites both in and 
outside the U.S. found that 


they can prevent over- 
doses, with New York City’s 
centers stopping more than 
150 in their tracks within 
three months of operating. 
The centers also typically 
include equipment, such 
as sterile syringes, and offer 
resources for drug users to 
find treatment. 
Existing studies, such as a 
2021 report from the Bos- 
ton-based Institute for Clini- 
cal and Economic Review, 
show that sites are linked 
to fewer ambulance calls 
— potentially saving tax 
payer dollars — and didn’t 
metastasize various crime 
rates in neighborhoods of 
operation. 
In Nevada’s Democratic- 
controlled 
Legislature 
a 
proposal to legalize safe in- 
jection sites is on the table 
but has yet to get a hear- 
ing, one year after a similar 
push failed. In New Mexico, 
a similar bill faces unknown 
prospects. 
Even while a long list of 
healthcare 
organizations 
have signed on in support 
of Colorado’s bill — includ- 
ing the Colorado Nurses As- 
sociation, Colorado Psychi- 
atric Society and Colorado 
Behavioral 
Healthcare 
Council — the legislation 
faces an uphill battle. 
While Democrats in Colo- 
rado hold majorities in both 
chambers, Gov. Jared Po- 
lis has vocalized his con- 
cern over the proposal. 
The governor’s spokesper- 
son, Conor Cahill, said in 
a statement Monday that 
the governor “would be 
deeply 
concerned 
with 
any approach that would 
contribute to more drug 
use and lawlessness.”q 


States consider ‘safe injection sites’ to prevent overdoses 


Brian Hackel, right, an overdose prevention specialist, helps Steven Baez, a client suffering 
addiction, find a vein to inject intravenous drugs at an overdose prevention center, OnPoint NYC, 
in New York, Feb. 18, 2022. 


Midwest could add more ethanol to 
gasoline under EPA plan 


By SCOTT McFETRIDGE 
Associated Press 
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) 
— Gasoline with higher 
blends of ethanol could 
be sold year-round in eight 
Midwestern states begin- 
ning in 2024 under a rule 
proposed Wednesday by 
the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency. 
The proposed rule is a vic- 
tory for the biofuels indus- 


try, which for years has 
pushed to allow sales of 
gasoline blended with 15% 
ethanol during the sum- 
mer, which hasn’t been 
allowed because of con- 
cerns that it would worsen 
smog during hot weather. 
The industry and members 
of Congress welcomed the 
EPA’s proposal, which had 
been requested by gover- 
nors in the eight states, but 


they questioned why the 
new rules couldn’t begin 
this summer. 
The American Coalition for 
Ethanol said in a statement 
that the group appreciat- 
ed the EPA’s proposal but 
argued there was no rea- 
son to wait until 2024 . The 
group accused the agen- 
cy of delaying the action 
because of pressure from 
the petroleum industry.q 


An American Ethanol label is shown on a NASCAR race car 
gas tank at Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 
1, 2014 
Associated Press 
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By TARA COPP 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Six Air 
Force officers who were in 
charge of caring for the in- 
frastructure, fuel and logis- 
tics support for a North Da- 
kota nuclear missile base 
were relieved of command 
due to a loss of confidence 
in their ability to carry out 
their responsibilities, the Air 
Force said. 
The officers include two 
commanders and four sub- 
ordinate officers at Minot 
Air Force Base, including 


5th Mission Support Group 
commander Col. Gregory 
Mayer and 5th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron Maj. 
Jonathan Welch, a de- 
fense official said. The four 
subordinate officers were 
not identified. 
The official said the dismiss- 
als were based on non- 
compliance 
with 
safety 
regulations for vehicles and 
equipment, and while the 
decision to relieve the of- 
ficers of command was 
based on the results of one 
safety inspection, the units 


had not been compliant 
for some time. The official 
was not authorized to dis- 
cuss details of the firings 
publicly and spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 
In 2007, a B-52 Stratofortress 
took off from Minot mistak- 
enly loaded with six nucle- 
ar-armed AGM-129 cruise 
missiles and flew across the 
country to Barksdale Air 
Force Base in Louisiana. In 
2014, a nuclear safety in- 
spections cheating scan- 
dal at Malmstrom Air Force 
Base in Montana embroiled 


scores of missileers and of- 
ficers, and in 2016, investi- 
gators busted an LSD drug 
ring at F.E. Warren Air Force 
Base in Wyoming. Minot, 


Malmstrom and F.E. War- 
ren are home to a total of 
450 silo-based Minuteman 
III intercontinental ballistic 
missiles.q 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
intelligence agencies can- 
not link a foreign adversary 
to any of the incidents as- 
sociated 
with 
so-called 
“Havana syndrome,” the 
hundreds of cases of brain 
injuries and other symptoms 
reported by American per- 
sonnel around the world. 
The 
findings 
released 
Wednesday by U.S. intelli- 
gence officials cast doubt 
on the longstanding sus- 
picions by many people 
who reported cases that 
Russia or another country 
may have been running a 
global campaign to harass 
or attack Americans using 
some form of directed en- 
ergy. Most of the cases in- 
vestigated appear to have 
different causes, from envi- 
ronmental factors to undi- 
agnosed illnesses, said the 
officials, who say they have 
not found a single explana- 
tion for most or all of the re- 
ports. 
Instead, officials say, there 
is evidence that foreign 
countries 
were 
not 
in- 
volved. In some cases, 
the U.S. detected among 
adversarial 
governments 
confusion about the alle- 
gations and suspicions that 
Havana syndrome was an 
American plot. And inves- 
tigators found “no credible 
evidence” that any adver- 
sary had obtained a weap- 
on that could cause the 
reported symptoms or a 
listening device that might 


inadvertently injure people. 
The Biden administration 
has been under pressure 
to respond to Havana syn- 
drome cases from govern- 
ment personnel who have 
reported injuries and their 
advocates, including mem- 
bers of Congress. President 
Joe Biden in 2021 signed 
into law the HAVANA Act, 
which provided compen- 
sation to people deemed 
to have sustained injuries 
consistent with what the 
government calls “anoma- 
lous health incidents.” 
Mark Zaid, a lawyer for 
more than two dozen peo- 
ple who have reported in- 
juries, said the new assess- 
ment lacked transparency 
and left key questions un- 
answered. 


“Until the shrouds of secre- 
cy are lifted and the analy- 
sis that led to today’s asser- 
tions are available and sub- 
ject to proper challenge, 
the alleged conclusions are 
substantively worthless,” he 
said in a statement. “But 
the damage it has caused 
to the morale of the vic- 
tims, particularly by deflect- 
ing from the government’s 
failure to evaluate all the 
evidence, is real and must 
be condemned.” 
Two officials familiar with 
the 
assessment 
briefed 
reporters Wednesday on 
condition of anonymity, un- 
der ground rules set by the 
U.S. Director of National In- 
telligence. 
Investigators 
reviewed 
roughly 1,500 cases in 96 


countries. Many of those 
cases, officials said, have 
been linked to other poten- 
tial explanations aside from 
a foreign campaign: medi- 
cal illnesses, malfunctioning 
air conditioning and venti- 
lation systems, or electro- 
magnetic waves coming 
from benign devices like 
a computer mouse. And 
some people may have 
come forward to report 
symptoms based on what 
they had heard about 
other cases or the exhaus- 
tive media reports about 
Havana syndrome, officials 
said. 
A core group of roughly 
two dozen cases identified 
in an interim assessment 
published last year has 
been exhaustively studied, 


officials said. None of the 
cases was linked to an at- 
tack by an adversary. 
The officials stressed their 
investigation was exhaus- 
tive, with participation from 
seven U.S. agencies. One 
official described reviewing 
a report from an American 
who reported having possi- 
bly been hit by a car while 
driving. U.S. investigators 
tracked down the car and 
the driver and investigated 
that person’s family con- 
nections and any foreign 
travel, the official said. 
Some leads were followed 
for as long as nine months, 
the official said. 
Officials briefing reporters 
declined to say how the 
latest assessment, first re- 
ported by The Washington 
Post, may affect payments 
under the HAVANA Act. 
The State Department has 
compensated 
affected 
employees with one-time 
payments from $100,000 to 
$200,000. 
The leaders of the House 
Intelligence Committee in- 
sisted that “there should be 
no change” to compensa- 
tion while they review the 
assessment. 
“We will seek to ensure the 
review was conducted with 
the highest degree of ana- 
lytical rigor and that it con- 
sidered all the available 
intelligence and perspec- 
tives, documenting all sub- 
stantial differences in anal- 
ysis,” said Reps. Mike Turner, 
R-Ohio, and Jim Himes, D- 
Conn., in their statement.q 


Intel agencies: No sign adversaries behind ‘Havana syndrome’ 


Tourists ride classic convertible cars on the Malecon beside the United States Embassy in Havana, 
Cuba, Oct. 3, 2017. 
Associated Press 


Air Force relieves 6 officers at nuclear 
base after lapses 


A U.S. Air Force B-52H “Stratofortress” from Minot Air Force Base, 
N.D., is refueled by a KC-135 “Stratotanker” in the U.S. Central 
Command area of responsibility, Dec. 30, 2020. 


Associated Press 
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By ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
cherry trees in the nation’s 
capital are confused by 


Earth’s changing climate, 
with the iconic blossoms 
appearing earlier than ex- 
pected because of the un- 
usually warm winter. 


Washington Mayor Muriel 
Bowser and the National 
Park Service announced 
Wednesday that Washing- 
ton’s 3,700 cherry blossom 
trees would reach peak 
bloom this year from March 
22-25. That’s several days 
earlier than observers and 
experts had expected. 
“This has been a challeng- 
ing year to read the trees,” 
said Jeff Reinbold, NPS su- 
perintendent for the nation- 
al mall and memorial parks. 
One of the warmest winters 
on record, plus dramatic 
fluctuations in temperature 


have essentially sent con- 
fusing signals to the trees. 
The end results, Reinbold 
said, are trees that he com- 
pared to a hormonal teen- 
ager. “There’s a lot going 
on in there,” he said. 
Cherry 
Blossom 
Festival 
President Diana Mayhew 
said this year’s bloom dates 
aren’t unprecedented, but 
they’re the second earli- 
est she had witnessed in 23 
years with the organization. 
As a result, her organization 
has accelerated their own 
timetable, moving up mul- 
tiple events planned at the 


Tidal Basin by a week. 
Mayhew said she and city 
officials are expecting a 
boom year for the festival, 
which typically signals the 
unofficial start of D.C.’s 
tourist season. The 2020 
cherry blossom season was 
essentially wrecked in real 
time by the creeping shad- 
ow of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, which was moving 
across the country just as 
the festival was holding 
press conferences. Orga- 
nizers finally were forced 
to cancel most in-person 
events.q 


By MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Medi- 
cal licensing officials in mul- 
tiple states are scrambling 
to stop nurses with fraudu- 
lent academic credentials 
from caring for patients, 
after three Florida schools 
were accused of selling 
thousands of bogus diplo- 
mas. 
New York regulators told 
903 nurses in recent weeks 
to either surrender their li- 
censes or prove they were 
properly educated. Dela- 
ware 
and 
Washington 
state officials have yanked 
dozens of nursing licenses. 
Texas filed administrative 
charges against 23 nurses. 
More actions in additional 
states are expected. 
In some cases, lawyers for 
the nurses contend states 
are questioning the cre- 
dentials of caregivers who 
earned 
diplomas 
legiti- 
mately. But there’s wide 
agreement in the industry 
that nurses with fraudulent 
degrees need to be rooted 
out. 
“The public needs to know 
that when they’re the most 
fragile, when they’re sick, 
when they’re in a hospi- 
tal bed, that the individual 
who is at their bedside has 
gone through the required 
training,” 
said 
Jennifer 
Mensik Kennedy, president 
of the American Nurses As- 
sociation union. 
States are acting in the 
wake of Operation Nightin- 
gale, a federal investigation 


into what officials say was a 
wire fraud scheme in which 
several now-closed Florida 
nursing schools sold phony 
nursing diplomas and tran- 
scripts from 2016 to 2022. 
Twenty-five 
defendants, 
including 
school 
owners 
and 
alleged 
recruiters, 
have been charged, U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern 
District of Florida Markenzy 
Lapointe 
announced 
in 
late January. Those cases 
are pending. 
About 7,600 students paid 
an average of $15,000 for 
bogus diplomas, accord- 
ing to prosecutors. Around 
2,400 of those people then 
passed a licensing exam to 


obtain jobs as registered 
nurses and licensed prac- 
tical nurses or vocational 
nurses in multiple states, 
prosecutors say. 
How did so many test takers 
pass without the required 
classroom 
and 
clinical 
work? In some cases, they 
were experienced L.P.N.s 
seeking to become R.N.s. 
Some had been health 
care providers in other 
countries. 
The nurses got jobs across 
the country, including at a 
hospital in Georgia, Veter- 
ans Affairs medical centers 
in Maryland and New York, 
a skilled nursing facility in 
Ohio, and an assisted living 


facility in New Jersey, ac- 
cording to court filings. 
Students came not only 
from Florida, but also New 
York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Texas and Dela- 
ware. Many of the students 
took their licensing exam in 
New York, where they can 
sit it multiple times, accord- 
ing to investigators. 
Investigators identified the 
Florida nursing schools as 
the Palm Beach School of 
Nursing; Siena College, a 
school in Broward County 
that wasn’t related to the 
college of the same name 
in New York; and the Sa- 
cred 
Heart 
International 
Institute, which was also 


based in Broward County 
and had no relation to 
a university with a similar 
name in Connecticut. 
It was not entirely clear how 
many of the roughly 2,400 
nurses with credentials from 
these schools are currently 
employed, or where. 
Federal officials shared in- 
formation so states could 
pursue nurses with phony 
academic 
credentials. 
Some states have taken 
action. 
The Washington State Nurs- 
ing Care Quality Assurance 
Commission rescinded the 
R.N. licenses of 17 people 
and denied license appli- 
cations for four. The Dela- 
ware 
Board 
of 
Nursing 
annulled 26 licenses. The 
Georgia Board of Nursing 
asked 22 nurses to volun- 
tarily surrender their licens- 
es. 
The 23 nurses facing pos- 
sible license revocations in 
Texas can continue work- 
ing while their disciplinary 
cases are pending. Texas 
Board of Nursing general 
counsel 
James 
“Dusty” 
Johnston said more charg- 
es could come as officials 
develop 
“the 
necessary 
information for each indi- 
vidual.” 
A spokesperson for Veter- 
ans Affairs said it removed 
89 nurses “from patient 
care” nationwide last year 
immediately after being 
notified by federal officials. 
The agency has not found 
any instances of patients 
being harmed.q 


States move to crack down on nurses with bogus diplomas 


U.S. Attorney Markenzy Lapointe speaks about a network of nursing school operators, centered 
in South Florida, who allowed students to buy diplomas without the proper training, during a press 
conference in Miami, Jan. 25, 2023. 


Associated Press 


DC’s cherry blossoms coming early due 
to confusing weather 


Cherry blossoms are visible along Hains Point in Washington, 
Monday, Feb. 27, 2023. 


Associated Press 
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Dutch crime reporter Peter R. de Vries looks on, prior to attending 
a live TV show in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Thursday Jan. 31, 
2008. 
Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — A critical report 
into the protection of three 
murder victims, including a 
celebrated Dutch journal- 
ist gunned down in central 
Amsterdam, said Wednes- 
day that security services in 
a "fragmented" protection 
system didn't always act on 
tips about possible threats. 
The conclusions highlighted 
flaws in a network involv- 
ing police and prosecutors 
that is intended to offer 
protection to people fac- 
ing threats ranging from 
stalkers to possible attacks 
by criminals and terrorists. 
The report came following 
an 18-month government- 
commissioned 
investiga- 
tion by the Dutch Safety 
Board into the slayings of 
crime reporter Peter R. de 
Vries, lawyer Derk Wiersum 
and the brother of a key 
witness in the trial of an al- 


leged Dutch crime gang. 
De Vries, who was shot on 
an Amsterdam street on 
July 21, 2021, and died nine 
days later acted as a con- 
fidential advisor to the wit- 
ness. Wiersum, the witness' 
lawyer, was gunned down 
on Sept. 18, 2019, outside 
his home in Amsterdam. 
The witness' brother, identi- 
fied only Reduan, was shot 
and killed March 29, 2018. 
The witness played a key 
role in the prosecution of 
Ridouan Taghi, who is ac- 
cused by prosecutors of 
multiple murders in the 
violent Dutch criminal un- 
derworld. Judges are ex- 
pected to deliver verdicts 
later this year in the trial of 
Taghi and several alleged 
accomplices. 
The report said that "com- 
mand of the surveillance 
and protection of the per- 
sons under threat was frag- 
mented 
across 
national 
and regional organisations" 


and the protection service 
"did not receive all the in- 
formation about the threat 
that was available to the 
investigation." 
It added that "signals" of 
possible threats from the 
victims "were not regarded 
as concrete threat informa- 
tion and therefore did not 
fit into the usual system." 


Both Wiersum and De Vr- 
ies had police surveillance 
at their homes. De Vries 
"was not willing to share his 
schedule to make it possi- 
ble to organize surveillance 
for his arrivals and depar- 
tures. He also made no use 
of the option to person- 
ally notify any high-risk mo- 
ments," the report said.q 


Report criticizes Dutch protection system after 3 slayings 


China dismisses FBI statement on COVID-19 lab leak theory 


People wearing face masks walk past rows of lanterns at a tour- 
ist shopping street in Beijing, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023. 
Associated Press 


BEIJING (AP) — For the sec- 
ond day in a row, China on 
Wednesday dismissed U.S. 
suggestions that the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic may have 
been triggered by a virus 
that leaked from a Chinese 
laboratory. 
Responding to comments 
by FBI Director Christo- 
pher Wray, Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said the involvement of the 
U.S. intelligence communi- 
ty was evidence enough of 
the "politicization of origin 
tracing." 
"By rehashing the lab-leak 
theory, the U.S. will not suc- 
ceed in discrediting China, 
and instead, it will only hurt 
its own credibility," Mao 
said. 
"We urge the U.S. to respect 
science and facts ... stop 
turning origin tracing into 
something about politics 
and intelligence, and stop 
disrupting social solidarity 
and origins cooperation," 
she said. 
In an interview with Fox 
News that aired Tuesday, 
Wray said, "The FBI has for 
quite some time now as- 
sessed that the origins of 
the pandemic are most 
likely a potential lab inci- 
dent in (central China's) 


Wuhan." 
"Here you are talking about 
a potential leak from a 
Chinese government-con- 
trolled lab," Wray said. 
Referring to efforts to trace 
the origin of the corona- 
virus, he added, "I will just 
make the observation that 
the Chinese government, it 
seems to me, has been do- 
ing its best to try to thwart 
and obfuscate the work 
here, the work that we're 
doing, the work that our 
U.S. government and close 
foreign partners are doing. 
And that's unfortunate for 
everybody." 
On Tuesday, Mao pushed 


back at a report from the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
that assessed with "low 
confidence" that the virus 
that was first detected in 
Wuhan in late 2019 leaked 
from a nearby government 
laboratory. 
The report hasn't been 
made public and officials 
in Washington stressed that 
U.S. agencies are not in 
agreement on the origin of 
the virus. 
Mao on Tuesday insisted 
that China has been "open 
and transparent" in the 
search for the virus' origins 
and has "shared the most 
data and research results 


on virus tracing and made 
important 
contributions 
to global virus tracing re- 
search." A World Health 
Organization expert group 
said last year that "key 
pieces of data" to explain 
how the pandemic began 
were still missing. The sci- 
entists cited avenues of re- 
search that were needed, 
including studies evaluat- 
ing the role of wild animals 
and environmental studies 
in places where the virus 
might have first spread. 
The Associated Press has 
previously 
reported 
that 
the Chinese government 
was strictly controlling re- 
search into the origin of the 
pandemic that has killed 
more than 6.8 million peo- 
ple worldwide, clamping 
down on some work and 
promoting fringe theories 
that it could have come 
from outside the country. 
Some scientists are open 
to the lab-leak theory, but 
many scientists believe the 
virus came from animals, 
mutated, and jumped to 
people, as has happened 
with other viruses in the 
past. Experts say the origin 
of the pandemic may not 
be known for many years 
— if ever.q 
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This image provided by the Max Planck Institute shows a male 
skull with stone tools from Gross Fredenwalde, Germany, dated 
to about 7,000 years ago. 
Associated Press 


By FRANK JORDANS 
BERLIN (AP) — New re- 
search reveals that the 
hunter-gatherer 
people 
who 
dominated 
Europe 
30,000 years ago sought 
refuge from the last Ice 
Age in warmer places, but 


only those who sheltered 
in what is now Spain and 
Portugal appear to have 
survived. 
Using new genetic analy- 
sis of prehistoric human 
remains, 
scientists 
were 
able to trace the fate of 


the Gravettian culture, a 
term used to describe the 
people who once roamed 
Europe and produced dis- 
tinctive tools and art such 
as the voluptuous 'Venus' 
figurines found at ancient 
sites across the continent. 
The 
study, 
published 
Wednesday in the journal 
Nature, highlights the im- 
pact that climate change 
and migration had on the 
early inhabitants of Europe. 
It suggests that those who 
lived in what is now Italy 
when the ice expanded 
southward 
some 
25,000 
years ago appeared to 
have found themselves in 
a dead end compared to 
their cousins who lived in re- 
gion that now covers parts 
of southern France, Spain 
and Portugal. 
Those who went west sur- 
vived the worst of the Ice 
Age, known to scientists as 
the last glacial maximum, 


said Cosimo Posth, a re- 
searcher at the University 
of Tuebingen who led the 
study. 
"To our big surprise, in Italy 
the population that was 
present before the last gla- 
cial maximum completely 
disappears," 
said 
Posth. 
"They didn't make it." 
Genetic analysis of indi- 
viduals from Italy after the 
last Ice Age shows the 
dark-skinned, 
dark-eyed 
Gravettian population was 
replaced 
by 
newcom- 
ers from the Balkans, who 
brought blue eyes and a 
touch of Near Eastern an- 
cestry with them. 
The researchers analyzed 
116 new genetic samples 
they added to 240 ancient 
specimens already known, 
covering 
a 
span 
from 
about 45,000 to 5,000 years 
ago. 
The Gravettians who sur- 
vived the Ice Age in Spain, 


meanwhile, 
mixed 
with 
migrants from the east as 
Europe warmed again al- 
most 15,000 years ago and 
then swiftly repopulated 
the continent from Iberia to 
Poland and the British Isles, 
dominating it for thousands 
of years. 
The genetic footprint of the 
Gravettians can be found 
in the last Spanish hunter- 
gatherer populations until 
the arrival of the first farm- 
ers, who migrated to Eu- 
rope from Anatolia some 
8,000 years ago, said Posth. 
In an accompanying com- 
mentary published by Na- 
ture, Ludovic Orlando of 
the Center for Anthropo- 
biology and Genomics in 
Toulouse, France, said the 
study showed how climate 
change affected popula- 
tions in Europe and that 
ancient 
human 
cultures 
weren't always ethnically 
homogenous.q 


Ice Age Europeans found refuge in Spain, doom in Italy 


Fiery Greece train collision kills 32, injures at least 85 


Smoke rises from trains as firefighters and rescuers operate after a collision near Larissa city, 
Greece, early Wednesday, March 1, 2023. 
Associated Press 


By COSTAS KANTOURIS and 
DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
TEMPE, Greece (AP) — A 
passenger train carrying 
hundreds of people col- 
lided at high speed with 
an oncoming freight train 
in a fiery wreck in northern 
Greece, killing 32 and injur- 
ing at least 85, officials said 
Wednesday. 
Multiple cars derailed and 
at least three burst into 
flames after the collision 
near the town of Tempe 
on Tuesday just before 
midnight. 
Rescue 
crews 
illuminated 
the 
scene 
with 
floodlights 
before 
dawn on Wednesday as 
they searched frantically 
through the twisted, smok- 
ing wreckage for survivors. 
Survivors said several pas- 
sengers 
were 
thrown 
through the windows of 
the train cars due to the 
impact. They said others 
fought to free themselves 
after the passenger train 
buckled, slamming into a 
field next to the tracks near 
a gorge about 380 kilome- 
ters (235 miles) north of Ath- 
ens where major highway 
and rail tunnels are locat- 
ed. 
"There 
were 
many 
big 


pieces of steel," said Vas- 
silis Polyzos, a local resident 
who was one of the first 
people on the scene. "The 
trains were completely de- 
stroyed, both passenger 
and freight trains." 
He said dazed and disori- 
ented people were escap- 
ing out of the train's rear 
cars as he arrived. 
"People, 
naturally, 
were 
scared — very scared," he 


said. "They were looking 
around, 
searching; 
they 
didn't know where they 
were." 
The trains crashed just be- 
fore the Vale of Tempe, a 
gorge that separates the 
regions of Thessaly and 
Macedonia. Costas Ago- 
rastos, the regional gover- 
nor of the Thessaly area, 
told Greece's Skai televi- 
sion the two trains crashed 


head on at high speed. 
"Carriage one and two no 
longer exist, and the third 
has derailed," he said. 
Rescuers 
wearing 
head 
lamps 
worked 
in 
thick 
smoke, pulling pieces of 
mangled metal from the 
cars to search for trapped 
people. Others scoured the 
field with flashlights and 
checked underneath the 
wreckage. Several of the 


dead are believed to have 
been found in the restau- 
rant area near the front of 
the passenger train. 
Hospital 
officials 
in 
the 
nearby city of Larissa said 
at least 25 of those hurt had 
serious injuries. 
"The evacuation process is 
ongoing and is being car- 
ried out under very diffi- 
cult conditions due to the 
severity of the collision be- 
tween the two trains," said 
Vassilis Varthakoyiannis, a 
spokesperson for Greece's 
firefighting service. 
The possible cause of the 
collision was not immedi- 
ately clear. Two rail officials 
were being questioned by 
police but had not been 
detained. 
Passengers who received 
minor injuries or were un- 
harmed were transported 
by bus to Thessaloniki, 130 
kilometers (80 miles) to 
the north. Police took their 
names as they arrived, in 
an effort to track anyone 
who may be missing. 
A teenage survivor who did 
not give his name told re- 
porters that just before the 
crash he felt a strong brak- 
ing and saw sparks and 
then there was a sudden 
stop.q 
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Solid tourism performance drove Aruban economy in the third 
quarter of 2022 


(Oranjestad)—Today, the Centrale 
Bank van Aruba (CBA) published 
the State of the Economy report for 
the third quarter of 2022. The pub- 
lication contains national, as well 
as international economic de- 
velopments. The highlights of this 
publication are presented below. 


In the first nine months of 2022, the 
Aruban economy grew by 12.1 
percent compared to the same 
period in 2021. A strong tourism 
performance in terms of stay-over 
visitors and tourism expenditures 
mainly drove the registered growth 
in real GDP. Moreover, observed 
consumption and investment indi- 
cators painted a primarily positive 
picture, thereby contributing to 
economic activity. 


The tourism industry in Aruba reg- 
istered upturns in stay-over visitors 
(+44.0 percent) and visitor nights 
(+40.9 percent) in the first three 
quarters of 2022. Compared to 
2019, total stay-over visitors recov- 
ered by 96.2 percent (YTD Q3 2022 
vs. YTD Q3 2019) and total visitor 
nights by 94.5 percent (YTD Q3 
2022 vs. YTD Q3 2019). The surge in 
stay-over visitors, due in large part 
to an expansion in the U.S. market, 
was evident in hotel performance 
(Table 1.). Higher tourism demand 
drove up hotel occupancy and 
the average daily rate, leading to 
improved RevPAR and increased 
total tourism revenue (registered 
at commercial banks). Data on 
“other accommodations” also 
showed a positive development 
during the first nine months of 2022, 
registering more extensive growth 
than that of high-rise hotels, low- 
rise hotels, and timeshares. The 
gradual recovery of cruise visitors 


also contributed to tourism perfor- 
mance in the period under review. 


Consumption-related 
indicators 
painted a mostly positive picture 
of the first nine months of 2022, 
compared to the same period of 
the previous year (Chart 1). Turn- 
over taxes (BBO & BAVP) and tax- 
es on commodities recorded an 
increase. Compared to the same 
period in 2019, turnover taxes (BBO 
& BAVP) expanded, while taxes 
on commodities lagged. The posi- 
tive development in turnover taxes 
and taxes on commodities, com- 
pared to the same period of the 
previous year, reflected the con- 
tinued strong performance of the 
tourism sector, the related boost 
to domestic consumption, and 
the higher prices of goods and 
services. The latter developments, 
in turn, led to an expansion (+25.9 
percent) of the trade deficit. 


During the period under review, 
investment indicators improved; 
however, some gains were infla- 
tion induced. For example, the 
nominal import value of construc- 
tion materials rose. Nonetheless, 
the import weight of construction 
materials (a proxy for real imports) 
contracted compared to the first 
nine months of 2021. Similarly, the 
growth in the import weight of 
base metals and derivated work, 
and the import weight of machin- 
ery and electrical equipment, 
were smaller than the expansion 
in their nominal import values. On 
the other hand, in the first three 
quarters of 2022, new commercial 
and housing mortgages surged 
compared to the first three quar- 
ters of 2021. 


At the end of September 2022, the 
consumer price index (CPI) stood 
at 106.2, a hike of 7.0 percent 
compared to the same period in 
2021. 
Increases in the housing and trans- 
port components and the con- 
tinued expansion in the food and 
nonalcoholic beverages compo- 
nent mostly fueled the uptick in 
the CPI. The end-of-period core in- 
flation (excluding food and ener- 
gy components) continued its rise 
to 2.4 percent compared to Sep- 
tember 2021, pushed up in large 
part by the component purchase 
of vehicles, reflecting higher ve- 
hicle prices. Furthermore, continu- 
ing its upward trend, the 12-month 
average inflation rate reached 4.7 
percent in September 2022. Higher 
gasoline and food prices were the 
main drivers of this increase. The 
12-month average core inflation 
also rose to 2.0 percent. Never- 
theless, the real exchange rate for 
the Aruban florin vis-à-vis the U.S. 
dollar trended downwards during 
the first three quarters of 2022. This 
downward trend results from con- 
sumer prices in the United States 
rising faster than those in Aruba. 


International transactions settled 
through the banking sector re- 
sulted in a significant net foreign 
exchange inflow of Afl. 197.6 mil- 
lion in the first three quarters of 
2022 (Table 2). Consequently, in- 
ternational 
reserves 
(excluding 
revaluation differences) climbed 
to Afl. 3,087.2 million at the end 
of September 2022. This outcome 
resulted from a net inflow of for- 
eign exchange on the current ac- 
count that outweighed recorded 
net outflows on the financial and 


capital accounts. The net foreign 
exchange inflow on the current 
account was mainly driven by 
the services account, particularly, 
tourism export services. 


In the first nine months of 2022, gov- 
ernment finance data revealed 
that the government’s financial 
deficit narrowed to Afl. 54.9 million 
from Afl. 459.3 million in the same 
period of 2021. This outturn resulted 
from a sharp decline in govern- 
ment expenditure and a jump in 
government revenues. This signifi- 
cant improvement in government 
finance stemmed from improved 
economic performance related 
to the continued strong recov- 
ery of the tourism sector and the 
absence of social and business 
assistance programs in place dur- 
ing 2020 and 2021. All tax compo- 
nents, with the exception of taxes 
on income and profits, showed 
advancement compared to their 
respective 2019 levels. 


At the end of September 2022, 
government debt expanded by 
Afl. 161.1 million to Afl. 5,816.7 mil- 
lion compared to December 2021. 
This expansion resulted largely from 
loans received by the Government 
of Aruba (GoA) from the Nether- 
lands to repay external debt and 
for its liquidity needs. At the end of 
the period under review, econom- 
ic growth led to a decline in the 
estimated debt-to-GDP bringing 
it down to 91.2 percent from 101.0 
percent at the end of 2021. 


The complete publication is avail- 
able on the CBA's website. (https:// 
www.cbaruba.org/document/ 
state-of-the-economy). 
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit 


NOORD— Paseo Herencia 
offers a variety of shop- 
ping, dining and entertain- 
ment options in an outdoor 


center located in the heart 
of Palm Beach – walking 
distance from the high-rise 
hotels. 


Shopping 
The Paseo Herencia stores 
offer a great collection 
in beach wear, clothing, 
perfume, shoes, jewelry, 
souvenirs and much more. 
Pamper yourself by visiting 
Maggy’s and enjoy their 
salon services and shop 
for your favorite beauty 
products. Aruba Aloe has 
that perfect gift to bring 
back home, all made with 
natural ingredients. Other 
brand favorites are Tommy 
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, 
Carmen 
Steffens, 
Nike 
store, Pandora and many 
more. 


Restaurants 
Start with a breakfast meal 
at Paseo Herencia offer- 
ing unique breakfast op- 
tions such as Drunk’s De- 
nial with their Make it Your 
Own Crêpe Bar offering 


sweet and savory crêpe 
flavors and the option to 
booze it up with their Mi- 
mosa 
crêpe 
(mandarin 
soaked in champagne), 
Pina Colada (pineapples 
in coconut rum), Bourbon 
Apple, 
Brandy 
Apricot, 
Whiskey Pear and more. 
Location can be found by 
following the bakery smell 
upon arrival. Another op- 
tion is Seabarita offering 
you delicious breakfast op- 
tions ranging from Huevos 
Rancheros to empanadas 
surrounded by a cozy pic- 
nic setting with streetside 
view. Go Argentinian style 
at Che Bar and try their de- 
licious omelet with chorizo/ 
ham, mozzarella, onions, 
peppers, 
and 
tomatoes 
served with skillet pota- 
toes and toast. Looking for 
something for the whole 
family? Visit TGI Fridays and 
choose between waffle, 
omelets, breakfast sand- 
wiches and tacos starting 
at $8. These restaurants are 
also open for lunch & din- 
ner offering you a variety 
of cuisine choices. If you’re 
looking for more unique 
concepts, join us for dinner 
at Xixon Restaurant greatly 
known in Miami for their 
Spanish inspired dishes with 
top notch flavors and the 
largest wine variety or visit 
The Lazy Turtle and try their 
exotic African dish “Kuvuta 
Kuku” accompanied by 
their tasty lazy cocktails. 
Coming for drinks? Sip and 


have a good time at the 
Bulldog Aruba located in 
the center of the Plaza. 
Open till late. 


VIP Cinema 
Visit the one-of-a-kind Ca- 
ribbean Cinemas VIP on 
the second floor of Paseo 
Herencia and enjoy your 
favorite movies in the most 
comfortable reclining seats 
with high quality screens 
with the latest projection 
and 7.1 Dolby surround 
sound and not to forget 
their delicious buttery bag 
of popcorn. 
Entertainment 
Catch live shows from Mon- 
day to Thursday and Sun- 
day at 8pm on the Paseo 
center stage and the night- 
ly water shows at 7:30pm, 
8:30pm and 9:30pm. Look- 
ing for some adrenaline? 
Visit the Airsoft experience 
located behind The Lazy 
Turtle. Snap Instagramable 
pictures at the Angel Wings 
located between Pandora 
and Free Spirit or the Flying 
mosaic hearts located be- 
hind King Churros. 
Parking up to two hours is 
free when shopping, din- 
ing or catching a movie at 
Paseo Herencia. Just pres- 
ent your purchase receipt 
at our parking cashier. 
To learn more about our 
specials and events, visit 
the Paseo Herencia web- 
site 
www.paseoherencia. 
com.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at the RIU Palace 


PALM BEACH - Recently, Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity representative Ms. Kimberley Richardson had the 
great pleasure in honoring many loyal Aruba visitors 
with their distinctive certificates. These certificates are 
a way to say “Masha Danki” for continuously choos- 
ing Aruba as a favorite vacation destination. The titles 
are as following: 10+ years “Distinguished Visitor”, 20+ 
years “Goodwill Ambassador” and 36+ years “Emerald 
Ambassador”. 
The honorees was Mrs. Tina Klemm from New York, 
United States who was honored as an Emerald Ambas- 
sador. 


This symbolic honorary title is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba between the 10-20-35 and 
more consecutive year mark. 


The greatest award we provide is the Emerald Ambas- 
sador certificate, which is granted to travelers who 
have visited Aruba continuously for 35 years or more. 
The ceremony was significant to us because it was a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to celebrate guests who 
had been coming to Aruba for more than 35 years. 
Mrs. Klemm has been coming to Aruba for 50 years 
consecutively! The first time she visited Aruba was back 
in 1973. 


The top reasons for returning to Aruba for Mrs. Tina Kl- 
emm were the quality time she gets to spend with her 
friends and family, Aruba’s nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, Aruba’s warm & friendly people, 
Aruba’s year-round sunny weather and Aruba’s deli- 
cious variety of foods. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and members of the RIU Palace 
bestowed the honor certification to the honoree, pre- 
sented her with gifts, and also thanked her for choos- 
ing Aruba as her favorite vacation destination and as 
her home-away-from-home.q 
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History of fishing in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Fishing has 
been a family tradition for 
ages in Aruba. Our ances- 
tors used to fish for a living. 
Even 
though 
nowadays 
you don’t see them often 
we still have some passion- 
ate fishermen on the island 
that go out every day in 
search for fish to feed their 
families and serve our local 
market. One of these fisher- 
man is Gregory Wernet. 


The so-called Continental 
Bank between Aruba and 
the opposite coast reaches 
a depth of about 650 feet. 
The sea is very rich in fish 
here. Since the time of the 
indigenous native people 
fish and other sea creatures 
such as turtles, octopus 
squids, conch and many 
type of crustaceans have 
formed a means of subsis- 
tence for the native Aru- 
ban inhabitants. Especially 
along the west coast of 
the island where the fishing 
grounds are settlements of 
fishermen. Until the arrival 
of the oil -industry Aruban 
fishermen could supply Aru- 
ba’s wants. 
As a source of income, how- 
ever, fishing did not amount 
too much. In the beginning 
of the 1900’s approximately 
160 people earn their living 
in this branch of this indus- 
try. Rancho, which stands 
for a shed, nowadays east 
Oranjestad, was the head 
quarter and remains the 
fishermen’s settlement. Sa- 
vaneta, Noord, Santa Cruz 


all had their fishermen’s vil- 
lages. At a rough estimate 
there were about a hun- 
dred small fishing boats 
during that time. 
The Arubans were mainly 
engaged in coastal fishing, 
using rowing-boats or small 
sailing-boats, and lines or 
dragnets and canisters in 
shallow water. When fish- 
ing with deep-sea lines just 
over the bottom of the sea 
the boat is kept in place by 
means of a piece of rock 
serving as an anchor. The 
two most important species 
of fish by far caught in this 
manner are the pargo or 
red snappers and a variety 
of groupers like the mero, 
jeanpao and the wowo di 
boyo. 


Cruising off the coast the 
Aruban fisherman patient- 
ly waits for a fish willing to 
snap at the bait on the 
drag-line, in nets and traps. 
Veritable giants are some- 
times caught. Barracudas 
weigh from 9 to 44 pounds 
and measure from 3 to al- 
most 7 feet. The king-fish 
has a weight from 22 to 44 
pounds; the moclat may 
tip the scales at 155, whilst 
garfish, having a length of 
nine feet, weigh over 132 
pounds. 
Most fish caught is used 
for their own consumption, 
to feed their families and 
some are being sold in the 
market to local restaurants. 


Fisherman Gregory Wernet 
Gregory Wernet is a well- 
known fisherman from San- 
ta Cruz. His father taught 
him fishing when he was 
a small child. Gregory has 
two sons, Jordan and Jor- 
danny, which he taught 
fishing too, when they were 
only 3 years old and he 
takes them fishing with him. 
Fishing has been a fam- 
ily tradition for quite a long 
time and even his grand- 
son Willvion of 7 years old 
is following his grandfather 
steps. This is the sixth gen- 
eration of fishermen in their 
family. 
They go deep sea fishing. 
There they catch red snap- 
per, grouper and amber- 
jack. They usually fish for 
15 hours a day, but now 
due to the covid-19 mea- 
surements they go fishing 
from 5 in the morning until 


8 o’clock at night or even 
sometimes from 8 at night 
till 5 in the morning. The 
day before they prepare 
all their fishing tools such as 
the Lines, lures, spears, and 
load their boat with fishing 
reels, batteries, fill the gaso- 


line tank, lights and some 
food and beverages. For 
bait he uses sardines, squid 
and the small fish known 
in Aruba as piskechi. The 
have two boats they use 
for fishing. ‘Virgen del Valle’ 
which is parked at the pier 
by the Seaport and ‘Pa- 
drot’ which they have at 
home. 
The fish they catch they 
take home to their families 
and they also sell it to their 
clients. Gregory is proud to 
be a fisherman. It is a hon- 
est and humble job but 
with it he is able to feed 
his family even during hard 
times. It is a very dangerous 
job and you have to spend 
many hours on the sea, 
waiting patiently and risk- 
ing your life while fighting a 
big fish and big waves but 
the adrenaline it brings with 
it but also just sitting there 
listening to the sound of the 
waves and enjoying the 
marvelous view that nature 
has to offer is all worth it. q 


Source: Etnia Nativa 
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Jair Dijkhoff ‘Casper’: 
“Aruba needs to unite in music, support 
each other, show respect and show love” 


(Oranjestad)—He 
is 
a 
young man whose talent 
in the last few months sur- 
passed expectations when 
he made both young and 
old dance to the phrase 
“Feeling 
good…feel- 
ing nice”. Our reporter 
sat down with Jair Dijkhof 
‘Casper’, the king of Aruba 
Caiso and Soca Monarch 
2023, Winner of Roadjam 
2023 and artist of the year 
according to several me- 
dia outlets. 


Jair Dijkhof, better known 
as Casper, is a young man 
raised in several neighbor- 
hoods in Tanki Leendert, 
Noord, Madiki and Dakota. 
From a very young age, 
Casper started his singing 
career. Then he played 
baseball and by the age 


of 13 or 14, he joined the 
brass band, which became 
a part of his life to this day. 
At 20 years old, he volun- 
teered in different activities 
in order to build a base to 
do many things. He cur- 
rently works at WEB in the 
Receipt Department. 


He further told our reporter 
that he joined the radio 
industry, where he hosts a 
radio program called “Jai- 
goo’s Groovyhour” from 
5pm to 7pm every day. In 
2022, he decided to partic- 
ipate in the biggest a music 
event on the island, which 
was the “Caiso and Soca 
Monarch”. It is here that 
his origin story in the soca 
world started. This year, he 
won the honorary titles of 
Rockie of the year and Ra- 


dio Jam Artist of Carnaval 
at Roadjam. 
“I always loved soca and 
it’s one of my favorite music 
genre, and this crazy idea 
became a reality thanks 
to my Mighty Campo ta 
helped me: Sergio Barros, 
Jeronim 
Lampe, 
Hubert 
Thiel,” he said. 


When he got up on stage 
for the first time to perform 
the song that everyone 
now asks radios to play, Jair 
expressed that he felt very 
nervous: “My heart was 
beating out of my chest, 
but once I got on stage 
and saw the audience, my 
nerves went away and I 
got real excited.” 
When Jair won the win- 
ning title at the Caiso and 
Soca Monarch, there were 
certain opinions that noted 
that Caiso and Soca is a 
genre of San Nicolas. This 
caused uproar online and 
certain people in media 
even addressed this. 
About this topic, Jair had 
this to say: “I got a lot of 
criticism from big-named 
people known at San Nico- 
las that see me winning 
as bad, but everyone has 
their opinions. I respect ev- 
eryone and I will keep the 
same charisma and love 
for everyone, as well as the 
respect for different opin- 
ions. They have the right to 
make their own decisions 
and to express themselves, 


and it doesn’t faze me, be- 
cause I don’t focus on the 
negative, but the positive.” 
Moreover, he affirmed that 
young people have more 
of a chance now to “ex- 
pand our carnaval and 
Caiso and Soca Monarch. 
I don’t think we should tear 
each other down, but Aru- 
ba needs to unite in music; 
we can accomplish bigger 
things instead of criticizing 
each other.” 


Now that the carnaval sea- 
son has passed, Jair informs 
that he will be pursuing 
other projects in mind and 
that people will be hearing 


from him again this year: 
“We will be releasing two 
or three new songs this year 
God willing.” 


To finalize, Jair would like 
to relay his message: “In 
order to keep supporting 
each other, show respect, 
show love—not to just ex- 
pand our carnaval, but our 
culture too, I hope to see 
more young people willing 
to achieve their dreams in 
life, or to chase any cra- 
zy idea they may have. I 
hope to see a united and 
blessed Aruba, with many 
successes in the future for 
everyone.”q 
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Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
1 Br WK # 13 room # 763 
26 weeks remain 
Price :$ 15 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Barcelo Resort 
Palm Beach 
3 Bedroom 3 Bath 
Week 6 and 7 Penthouse 
all inclusive package meal and 
drinks 
Price :$ 60K both weeks 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br WK #9 room #212 
Ocean view 
Price :$12K 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Property Land 
For sale shaba Noord 
865 m2 and 918m2 
3500 m2 
Price : $150 m2 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


________________________________216300 


Ambassador suites 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK # 12 room # 1328 
Price : $ 7 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK # 10 room 
# 2301 
21 weeks remain 
Price :$8 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
stutio week # 13 room # 6206 
studio week #14 room # 6205 
18 weeks remain on each 
Price $7 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle beach 
Floating weeks Platinum 
2 x studio $6 K each 
22 weeks remain each 
1 Bedroom$7 K 
16 weeks remain 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br WK # 13 room # 3512 
28 weeks remain expire :2036 
Price :$12 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
Eagle Beach 
1 Br week # 8 room#94 
20 weeks remain expire 
2037 
Price :$8 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Eagle Resort 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br week 9,10,11,12 room # 
2544 
sunday check in 
Waterfall pool view 
Price :$18K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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Aruba Eagle Resort 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK # 8 room # 4561 
saturday check in 4th floor 
Pool / View 
Price :$9 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Should you 
get a home 
improvement 
loan from your 
contractor? 


By ANNIE MILLERBERND 
of NerdWallet 
Using a general contractor 
who offers home improve- 
ment 
financing 
seems 
convenient, especially if 
they're standing in your 
kitchen ready to start as 
soon as you pay them. 
Contractors 
who 
offer 
loans usually work with 
third parties that special- 
ize in home improvement 
financing. While there are 
benefits to the arrange- 
ment, even a highly rec- 
ommended 
contractor 
may not give you financ- 
ing that fits your needs, so 
it pays to shop around. 
Here's what to know about 
contractor financing op- 
tions and alternatives to 
consider. 
RATES ARE TIED TO CREDIT, 
NOT EQUITY 
Many 
contractors 
offer 
unsecured personal loans, 
which don't require you to 
have equity in your home 
or use it as collateral. 
Instead, your credit profile 
and financial information 
determine 
whether 
you 
qualify and the rate you 
receive. The lowest rates 
go to borrowers with good 
credit. No collateral means 
a lender can't take your 
property if you fail to re- 
pay, but it also means the 
rate could be high, Atlan- 
ta-area certified financial 
planner 
Jovan 
Johnson 
says. Contractors may sub- 
sidize the loans through 
their 
financing 
partner- 
ships, effectively lowering 
your interest rate, says Da- 
vid Zalik, founder and CEO 
of GreenSky, a platform 
owned by Goldman Sachs 
that helps provide loans 
through contractors.q 
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Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week 2/unit 1113 (18k); 
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k); 
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k); 
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k); 
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and, 
Week 15/unit 1217 (10k). 
cdMOwner@gmail.com 
us(call/Text): (860)992-3890 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
san Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


For Sale By Owner 
Wk 10 divi Links Golf & Beach 
rm 2301 1Br/2Ba rTu:Exp2044 
+10 accelerated sleeps 4 $7500 
Wk 9 divi Little Bay st. Maarten 
rm 621 1Br/2Ba rTu: 
Exp.2042 
+10 accelerated sleeps 4 $4500 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 
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Condo for sale 
atlantic 360 
20 new construction right 
On eagle beach 
3 and 4 Br prices starting from 
$900K 
For more info call:011-297-630- 
1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
Eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 8 room # 14 
6 full acclerated weeks 
contract expire : 
Price $5 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.haleeytimetravel.online 


Casa Del Mar 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br WK#9 and 10 room #1302 
Ocean view $20 K each 
1 Br WK#9 and 10 room #1329 
Pool /view $8 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
Eagle Beach 
studio WK # 12 room #33 
30 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
Eagle Beach 
1 Br WK #9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain 
Price : $ 8 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 Br deluxe 
WK # 10 room # 2353 
Ocean Front 
Price :$10 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Palm Beach 
3Br 2 Bath with one appartment 
5 min walk to the beach 
Price :$550K 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Beach Front Malmok 
6 Br 6 bath 
Price :$3 Million 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle beach 
studio wk #5 room # 8105 
Building c with 13 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
alto Vista Noord 
2 Br , 2 Bath fully furnished 
With and appartment Ocean 
view 
Price $550 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Gold coast Wespunt 
3 Br , 3 Bath 
Fully furnished 
Price $480 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
studio WK #7 and 8 room #3405 
12/14 weeks remain on the 
contract 
Price :6K each 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
studio WK #9 room#3307 $6K 
14 weeks remain on the contract 
studio WK #10 room #3203 $6K 
10 weeks remain on the contract 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo for sale 
Bubali Noord 
2 Br 2bath town house 
5 min drive to eagle beach 
Price :$275K 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
contacts the expert 37 years 
Of doing honest business on 
the Islands 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
2 Br ,2 Bath Platinum 
Ocean side ( light house 
building) 
Price: $19 K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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Divi Village Golf 
Eagle beach 
1 Bedr WK 9 room # 2118 
studio WK 9 room # 2117 
22 weeks remain each 
Price : 1 Br $8 K stu $ 7 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
Eagle beach 
2 Br WK # 1505 
Ocean view 
Price :$ 20 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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How the 'Daisy Jones' cast went from beginners to bandmates 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
Sam Claflin is the first to 
admit that when he got 
the part of Billy Dunne, the 
co-lead singer of a world- 
famous 1970s rock band in 
" Daisy Jones & the Six, " he 
was no musician. 
Claflin was the last person 
cast. His co-stars had al- 
ready begun rehearsing at 
a band camp where the 
actors learned to play their 
designated 
instruments 
and perform original songs 
written for the show. 
"They 
said, 
'OK, 
there's 
about 15 songs you're go- 
ing to need to learn. Oh, 
and can you play guitar?'" 
Claflin recounted. "I didn't 
play guitar and I barely 
had sung. I never recorded 
anything. It was quite an 
immediate shock of terror 
and fear and pressure." 
One might assume that, 
on the other hand, Riley 
Keough — inhabiting the 
titular role in the Amazon 
Prime limited series premier- 
ing Friday — had the music 
part in the bag. After all, as 
the granddaughter of Elvis 
Presley and the daughter 
of Lisa Marie Presley, Ke- 
ough practically has music 
in her genes. 
But Keough said singing did 
not come naturally, espe- 
cially singing for an audi- 
ence. She could carry a 
tune and submitted a "sort 
of soft" song for her audition 
but was told she needed to 
belt out the lyrics to play 
frontwoman Daisy Jones. 
"I sounded awful the first 
few times I tried," Keough 
admitted. 


To play a band as beloved 
as Daisy Jones & The Six is in 
the universe created by au- 
thor Taylor Jenkins Reid, lip- 
syncing to someone else's 
vocals was never on the 
table, co-executive pro- 
ducer Lauren Neustadter 
said. Neustadter produced 
the adaptation alongside 
Reese Witherspoon, who 
had to sing her own vocals 
for her Oscar-winning per- 
formance as June Carter 
Cash in "Walk the Line." 
"Reese and I had so many 
conversations," said Neus- 
tadter. "She knew what a 
challenge it would be, but 
she also knew exactly what 
was possible." 
"Daisy Jones & The Six" fol- 
lows a band that skyrock- 
ets to fame, helmed by 
lead singers with amazing 
onstage chemistry and a 
tumultuous 
behind-the- 
scenes 
relationship. 
De- 
cades after the band sud- 
denly 
and 
inexplicably 
(to the public) breaks up, 
they speak for the first time 
about their rise and demise. 
The writers wanted to cre- 
ate a realistic story that 


would feel accurate to mu- 
sicians. Kim Gordon from 
Sonic Youth spoke to the 
writers room once a week 
as a consultant. 
"She spoke to what it's like 
to be onstage and to have 
this 
electricity 
happen 
around you," co-showrun- 
ner Will Graham said. 
And 
expectations 
were 
high for the transcendent 
songs Keough, Claflin and 
the ensemble would have 
to belt. Enter Blake Mills, a 
Grammy winner who has 
worked 
with 
Alabama 
Shakes, John Legend, Bob 
Dylan and Jay-Z and was 
tapped as the show's ex- 
ecutive music producer. 
Mills wrote or co-wrote 25 
tracks created for the se- 
ries, alongside the likes of 
Phoebe Bridgers, Jackson 
Browne and Marcus Mum- 
ford. (None of the lyrics in- 
cluded in the book were 
used.) 
Atlantic Records will release 
an album featuring 11 origi- 
nal songs also on Friday. 
The first two singles "Look At 
Us Now (Honeycomb)" and 
"Regret Me" are out now. 


Additional original music 
from the series will also be 
released 
digitally 
each 
week. 
The unexpected year-and- 
a-half production delay — 
induced by the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, subsequent 
filming backlog and a long 
waiting list to use stages — 
helped Claflin get to where 
he needed to be musically. 
"Any actor will say, I think, 
the more time you are 
gifted for preparation, the 
better ... but I needed to 
climb a huge mountain," 
he said. of the delay giving 
him more time to rehearse, 
both in and outside of 
band camp. 
Suki Waterhouse, who plays 
keyboardist 
Karen 
Sirko, 
said all the work that went 
into their music scenes 
helped make her a better 
performer. 
"The two things that I'm 
most passionate about, I 
got to put together in this 
project. ... I've been putting 
out music for many years, 
but playing Karen guided 
me to make the record that 
I really wanted to make," 


Waterhouse said. "I've now 
done like 70 shows and 
two tours and have a label 
and all these things that I 
didn't have before I played 
Karen, so I have a lot to be 
really grateful to the show 
for." While Waterhouse was 
already a recording artist, 
other actors relished in the 
opportunity to live out their 
rock star fantasies. Sebas- 
tian Chacon, who portrays 
Warren 
Rhodes, 
played 
drums in middle school and 
early high school but the 
kind of music he learned in 
band class was very differ- 
ent than the drumming he 
did on "Daisy Jones." 
"Everybody wants to be a 
rock star, but it takes a lot of 
work and hustle," Chacon 
said. "To be able to just skip 
the line and pretend to be 
a big famous rock star, I 
was like, 'Wow, amazing, 
fantastic.'" 
Josh Whitehouse, who plays 
Eddie Roundtree, also had 
music experience. He be- 
gan playing with bands at 
16 years old and continued 
performing for 10 years "un- 
til acting took over."q 


This combination of photos shows, from left, Riley Keough, Sam 
Claflin and Camila Morrone, cast members in the Amazon 
miniseries “Daisy Jones and the Six,” posing for a portrait at the 
Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles on Feb. 21, 2023. 
Associated Press 


This combination of photos shows, from left, Suki Waterhouse, 
Josh Whitehouse, Nabiyah Be and Sebastian Chacon, cast 
members in the Amazon miniseries “Daisy Jones and the Six,” 
posing for portraits at the Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles on 
Feb. 21, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Kiss reveal last dates of their farewell 
tour, ending in NYC 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rockers 
Kiss have announced the 
final shows of their last tour: 
The band plans to hang up 
their platform boots after 
two back-to-back shows 
at Madison Square Garden 
in New York at the end of 
2023. 
The last leg of the band's 
17-date North American 
tour kicks off in October in 
Texas and hits California, 


Washington, Canada, Ten- 
nessee, 
Indiana, 
Illinois, 
Maryland and then culmi- 
nates in their hometown's 
famous venue on Dec. 1 
and Dec. 2. 
"Kiss was born in New York 
City. On 23rd Street. Half 
a century ago. It will be a 
privilege and honor to finish 
touring at Madison Square 
Garden, 10 blocks and 50 
years from where we first 
started," said the band in a 


statement. 
The band is currently made 
up of original members 
Paul Stanley and Gene Sim- 
mons as well as Eric Singer 
and Tommy Thayer. Their 
best-known songs include 
"Rock and Roll All Nite," "I 
Was Made for Lovin' You" 
and "Detroit Rock City." 
Tickets will be available to 
the public on March 10 at 
livenation.com.q 


Members of the band Kiss, from left, Tommy Thayer, Paul Stanley, 
Gene Simmons and Eric Singer attend the premiere of A&E 
Network's "Biography: KISStory" in New York on June 11, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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Miami Dolphins head coach Brian Flores stands on the sideline 
during the second half of an NFL football game against the New 
England Patriots, Jan. 9, 2022, in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Associated Press 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — NFL 
Coach Brian Flores may get 
his day in court to press dis- 
crimination claims against 
the league and its teams 
after a federal judge on 
Wednesday rejected the 
argument that his lawsuit 
must be handled in arbi- 
tration, 
presumably 
be- 
fore Commissioner Roger 
Goodell. 
The written decision by 
Judge 
Valerie 
Caproni 
in Manhattan was issued 
months after lawyers for 
the league tried to get the 
lawsuit moved to arbitra- 
tion, citing contracts that 
coaches had signed. 
Flores sued the league and 
three teams a year ago, 
saying the league was "rife 
with racism," particularly in 
its hiring and promotion of 


Black coaches. 
The judge said Flores can 
let a jury decide the merits 
of his discrimination claims 
against the league, the 
Denver Broncos, the New 
York Giants and the Hous- 
ton Texans, but he must 
pursue his claims against 
the Miami Dolphins through 
arbitration. 
"We 
are 
pleased 
that 
Coach Flores' class claims 
of systematic discrimination 
against the NFL and sev- 
eral teams will proceed in 
court and ultimately before 
a jury of his peers," attorney 
Douglas Wigdor said in an 
email. 
He added: "We are disap- 
pointed the court com- 
pelled arbitration of any 
claims before Mr. Goodell 
as he is obviously biased 
and unqualified to rule on 
these matters. We expect 


him to delegate those mat- 
ters to a truly neutral arbi- 
trator as a matter of funda- 
mental fairness." 
The league did not immedi- 
ately respond to a request 
for comment from The Asso- 
ciated Press or say whether 
Goodell would recuse him- 
self from the process. 
Flores brought the lawsuit 
after he was fired by Miami, 
where he led the Dolphins 
to a 24-25 record over 
three years. 
According to the lawsuit, 
Miami Dolphins owner Ste- 
phen Ross told Flores he 
would pay him $100,000 
for every loss during the 
coach's first season be- 
cause he wanted the club 
to "tank" so it could get the 
draft's top pick. 
The lawsuit alleged that 
Ross then pressured Flores 
to 
recruit 
a 
prominent 


quarterback 
in 
violation 
of the league's tampering 
rules. When Flores refused, 
he was cast as the "angry 
Black man" who is difficult 
to work with and was de- 
rided until he was fired, the 
suit said. 


The Dolphins responded to 
the lawsuit when it was filed 
by saying it vehemently de- 
nied any allegations of ra- 
cial discrimination and was 
"proud of the diversity and 
inclusion throughout our 
organization."q 


Judge: NFL coach can press discrimination claims in court 


Rodgers says decision on future will come 'soon enough' 


Green Bay Packers' Aaron Rodgers walks off the field after an NFL football game against the De- 
troit Lions, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, in Green Bay, Wis. 
Associated Press 


GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) — 
Aaron Rodgers says he will 
make a decision on his fu- 
ture "soon enough" as the 
four-time MVP quarterback 
ponders whether to play 
next season and if his future 
remains with the Green Bay 
Packers. 
Rodgers, 
39, 
discussed 
his future while speaking 
on an episode of the "Au- 
brey Marcus Podcast" that 
was released Wednesday 
morning. He spent much of 
the 1 1/2-hour conversation 
describing his recent isola- 
tion retreat in which he said 
he spent four days alone in 
a dark room. 
"There's a finality to the 
decision," Rodgers said. "I 
don't make it lightly. I don't 
want to drag anybody 
around." 
The podcast was released 
one 
day 
after 
Packers 
general 
manager 
Brian 
Gutekunst was asked about 
Rodgers and said that they 
"haven't had the conversa- 
tions that we need to have 
yet." Gutekunst indicated 
he hoped a decision was 
made by the start of free 
agency on March 15. 
"There's been some contact 
back and forth," Gutekunst 
said. "Obviously he's had 
some things on his plate. 
Hopefully those things will 


happen soon." 
Gutekunst also indicated 
that he believes 2020 first- 
round pick Jordan Love is 
ready to be an NFL start- 
ing quarterback. Love has 
backed up Rodgers the 
past three seasons. 
Rodgers, who is due to 
make about $59.5 million 
if he plays, noted that "for 
everyone involved, directly 
and indirectly it's best for a 
decision earlier." 
He referenced the latter 


stages of Brett Favre's ca- 
reer in Green Bay, when 
the Packers didn't know 
whether the Hall of Fame 
quarterback would play or 
retire. Rodgers backed up 
Favre for the first three sea- 
sons of his career. 
Favre did retire in the spring 
of 2008 before changing 
his mind, leading the Pack- 
ers to trade him to the New 
York Jets because they 
already had announced 
Rodgers as their starter. 


"Look, I'm answering ques- 
tions about it because I 
get asked about it," Rodg- 
ers said. "I'm talking about 
it because it's important to 
me. If you don't like it and 
think it's drama, me being a 
diva or whatever, just tune 
it out. That's fine. But this is 
my life. It's important to me. 
I'll make a decision soon 
enough and we'll go down 
that road and be really ex- 
cited about it." 
Rodgers 
has 
noted 
he 


planned this retreat sev- 
eral months ago and that 
it wasn't planned specifi- 
cally so that he could think 
about his football future. 
Rodgers said he wanted 
a chance to "disconnect 
from technology and from 
the world" and give himself 
"the gift of rest." 
But the solitude did give 
him plenty of opportunities 
to consider the possibilities. 
Rodgers said he would 
have plenty of incentive if 
he does come back after 
a 2022 season in which he 
had his lowest passer rating 
as a starter after the Pack- 
ers went 8-9 and missed the 
playoffs. 
He compared it to the situ- 
ation he faced heading 
into 2020, which marked 
the Packers' second year 
under coach Matt LaFleur 
and the season after the 
team drafted Love. Rodg- 
ers earned MVP honors in 
2020 and 2021. 
"I've been doubted be- 
fore," Rodgers said. "Hon- 
estly I felt in the first year 
that Matt was here, Matt 
was in Green Bay in '19 and 
I felt at times like a game 
manager, like I didn't quite 
understand what we were 
doing at times on offense. 
My job was to take care 
of the football and I did.q 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) — It took 2 hours, 19 
minutes for the Miami Mar- 
lins to beat the Houston As- 
tros 4-3 in a spring training 
game Monday — a game 
so fast that Ryan Murphy, a 
lifelong Houston fan, found 
himself lingering in the ball- 
park for a while after. 
"I'm a baseball fan," said 
Murphy, wearing 2022 As- 
tros World Series gear, "so if 
I stay here for four hours, for 
two hours, it doesn't matter 
to me." 
Faced with criticism of dwin- 
dling 
cultural 
relevance 
and a laggardly product 
compared to other major 
sports, Major League Base- 
ball introduced a set of 
new rules this year to speed 
up 
games 
and 
attract 
younger fans. 
The bases are bigger to 


improve 
player 
safety 
and may also encourage 
more 
aggressive 
baser- 
unning. Pitchers can only 
disengage from the pitch- 
ing rubber twice per plate 


appearance. And there's 
a new pitch clock that 
gives players 30 seconds 
to resume play between 
batters. Between pitches, 
pitchers have 15 seconds 


with nobody on and 20 
seconds if there is a baser- 
unner. 
Less than a week into the 
spring training exhibition 
schedule, MLB seems to 
be getting what it wants, 
shaving about 20 minutes 
off the average length of 
games compared to last 
spring. 
Players have been mostly 
pleased with the rollout. 
"The game feels more excit- 
ing," Washington Nationals 
left-hander Patrick Corbin 
said. "Even some of the 
high-scoring games are un- 
der three hours." 
Fans seeing the new-look 
sport for the first time this 
week have had mixed 
reviews. Some, like Mur- 
phy, are indifferent to the 
changes. 
"It's irrelevant to us as fans, 


honestly," said Murphy, who 
traveled from Utah to West 
Palm Beach for Houston's 
exhibition season. "Players 
might think something dif- 
ferent of it, but for us it's all 
the same. 
"How would I know the bas- 
es are bigger, honestly? I 
mean, we see a pitch clock 
out here, and we know it's 
there, but it doesn't matter 
to me." 
Some fans like the idea of 
being in and out of a game 
in under three hours, which 
is about how long an aver- 
age nine-inning baseball 
game lasted in 2022. 
Others feel a nostalgic pull 
to how the sport has always 
been. "I'm not a big fan of 
the pitch count," said Mark 
Mezzatesta, who traveled 
to Florida from Queens in 
New York. "I feel like that's 
rushing the game. I feel 
it was fine the way it was. 
Pitchers do take a while. 
And batters do take a 
while, too. Fifteen seconds 
with nobody on base and 
20 seconds with somebody 
on base is too short." 
Barbara Schiffman of Rose- 
land, New Jersey, said she's 
OK with some of the rules 
but "they should never let 
a game end on either the 
pitch clock or the batter 
clock." 
She was referring to a re- 
cent game between Atlan- 
ta and Boston that ended 
in a tie after Braves pros- 
pect Cal Conley was as- 
sessed an automatic strike 
for a pitch clock violation. 
Conley originally thought 
he'd won the game with 
a two-out, bases-loaded 
walk but instead was giv- 
en an at-bat-ending strike 
after the umpire said he 
wasn't set in the box as the 
clock wound under 8 sec- 
onds. 
"When you get to that point 
in the game," Schiffman 
said, "you've got to let the 
game play out without the 
clock. That would be my 
only concern." 
She also had a complaint 
about new limits on pitcher 
disengagements from the 
rubber. Pitchers can only 
attempt to pick off a runner 
twice — if they try a third 
pickoff and are unsuccess- 
ful, the runner gets to ad- 
vance a base.q 
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New MLB rules get mixed fan reaction after first live looks 


New York Mets' Tommy Pham stands in the on-deck circle as a 
pitch clock counts down during the sixth inning of a spring train- 
ing baseball game against the Washington Nationals Sunday, 
Feb. 26, 2023, in Port St. Lucie, Fla. 
Associated Press 


